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Trees give us 30% of our oxygen and each acre of coniferous forest stores 4.81 tons of carbon, so 
why is the Forest Service burning millions of acres? I can’t breathe! The smoke from all the 
Forest Service prescribed burns three weekends ago kept two friends in their houses all weekend 
because they couldn’t breathe outside. This isn’t even from the two massive projects planned in 
coming months, but just from the day-to-day constant forest burning they do. 4500 acres here, 
6000 acres there, it is unending. Most days the forests look white with smoke. We know this 
smoke correlates with dementia.
Do you ever think, “Gee, the air is really awful with smoke today but the air quality report says 
fine, or moderate.” That is because New Mexico uses a loophole in the Air Quality Act that subtracts air pollution impacts of “Acts of God, wildfires, etc.,” from pollution data before publishing the air quality rating. We are being told the danger of smoke pollution is much less than it really is. How misleading.
The Forest Service calls 167 square miles between Tesuque and Glorieta an “area of interest.” They 
plan to “treat” (cut and burn) most of it. The current Santa Fe Mountains Project treats 78 square 
miles between Tesuque and Glorieta. They must want to hide how destructive it is, talking only about “managing the forest” without specifics. The specifics are that they will cut 93% of the trees on 28 
square miles and burn 60 square miles. I told Sandy Hurlocker, retired Espanola District Ranger that many of us oppose the burns. He said, “Get used to it. We are going to burn for 20 years and then we 
will start over and burn it all again.”

Another project is the Encino Vista project, which plans to burn 110,000 acres north of Los Alamos,
172 square miles burned to the ground! The Forest Service refuses to do a Health Impact Assessment 
or to consider climate change in their plans. If only they would save every big old tree, not burn during nesting season and not burn during high winds. If only their “community” meetings didn’t make us 
listen to 50 minutes of public relations before the public can speak or question them.

Forest Service notices say, “Trees offer a natural respite from scorching temperatures and a range of environmental, social and economic benefits. With $1 billion from the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 (IRA), cities, towns and suburbs will soon be able to plant and maintain more trees, offering hope for a cooler and more sustainable future.

And, “The nation’s largest single source of water is the National Forest System, the network of national forests stewarded by the USDA Forest Service.”

This is obviously crazy. We need forests to breathe and to have water, in other words, to live. Yet the Forest Service continues to burn down massive amounts of forest. The research is controversial, with most of it saying that burning and deforestation doesn’t work very well and causes terrible devastation. Could it be for the money? The amount of money that changes hands for burn projects - well, I can’t count that high. Over the course of 20 years, 3 Forest Service personnel have said to me, “This is going to look like El Paso in 20 years so we might as well burn it now.” If that is the policy directing these huge projects, I find it troubling.
Call your elected officials and request a pause for an environmental impact statement, including 
public discussion.
Jan Boyer, OnceAForest.org
